Arden Hills Family Assistance
Center Beyond the Yellow
Ribbon Monthly News
Happy February! I hope this
edition finds everyone well. This
issue’s main focus will be on ideas for recognition of Graduates.
This can be as little or as large
as works for your community,
there are a lot of resources that
you can use to keep costs down,
but still make it a memorable
experience for the Service Members and their families. Such as
using schools, VFW, Legions,
and Churches, as venues, partnering with your Yellow Ribbon
Companies to help defray the
cost of events or recognition projects, and involving area small
businesses who may offer discounts for military (which can
also help broaden your volunteer base and encourage more
community ownership) What
are some ideas that have
worked for you? Any words of
wisdom you would like to share?
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An idea for community banners that can help start a conversation on what you do:

I would like to use this news

letter to share ideas with
each other and fill your tool
boxes to build up your Yellow Ribbon Programs. Even
if it is just a breath of fresh
air or new idea into your alApril will be month of the miliready great program.
tary child, and the same premPlease let me know what
ise goes for this as well. There
questions you would like for
are a lot of ideas with low cost/
me to address in March’s isno cost such as donations of
sue! Suggestions and ideas
time (reading military family
are always welcome! I need
books in school/after school, at
the library), Coloring contest for a group to feature in the
next issue, please email pics
military children, and free admission to school events for mili- and a short bio for your
group!
tary children!
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Meet this Month’s Resource:
The American Red Cross gives Military access to many
valuable services that can help to cope with military life
by providing:
Worldwide emergency Communications 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. They can assist
military members and their families with sending
emergency messages such as death or serious illness
of immediate family members or child birth of a service members child.
* Access to emergency financial assistance. They can
help through their partnerships to provide financial
assistance due to urgent personal or family crisis,
natural disaster, or emergency travel.

redcross.org
1-877-272-7337

*Has information on local, community, and government benefits for assistance.
*Provides Resiliency, coping, and reintegration educational programs.

Get To Know Your Neighbor: Suburban Ramsey County

Meet Terry Lynn, Chair of Suburban Ramsey County BTYR
What have you found most challenging:
Finding the time to do ALL that I want to get done; Being patient when I can't get it all done;
Working full-time when all I want to do is focus on BTYR.
What has been the most rewarding:
Meeting other wonderful and supportive people who want to belong to BTYR; being able to give
back to our Service Members, Veterans, and Military Families, even if it's only my time and energy.
Why do you volunteer for the YR Program:
Serving others is a gift that keeps giving; and I'm proud to be an American; and proud to be a parent of a Marine; and proud of my spouse who is retired from the military; and proud of our men and
women that sacrifice their lives everyday both here and abroad; and proud of the families and
friends that love and support them unconditionally.
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Question of the Month:
What are some ideas for recognizing area Seniors going into the military?
*Make “kits” for graduation caps and/or host a cap decoration pizza night:

*Provide pins to give to seniors
*Host a brunch for Parents and Graduates entering military (have speakers for Parents)
*Make special cords for graduates to wear that are entering military
*Make “posters” of graduates and display at area groceries, Library, or Schools
*Hold a Community Salutes Ceremony at area School, VFW, Legion, Church, or Armory
*Create thank you cards for the Senior for their upcoming service
*Make gifts for Graduates and/or their families to have a table at graduation:

April, Month of the Military Child
*Create Purple Up Pins

*Make purple up bracelet cards

*Make “dog tags” with kids

*Decorate display cases and bulletin boards throughout April with military focused memorabilia, or items brought by MCY reflecting their experiences (where they have live or traveled, family members’ service memorabilia, parts of a uniform, patches, coins, models of
planes etc.)- Families on the Homefront
*Donate military family /children bools to the school libraries

Arden Hills Family
Assistance Center
Ben Franklin Readiness Center
1536 Ben Franklin Dr
Arden Hills, MN 55112
Phone: 651-282-4055
Email: yolonda.m.vonitter.ctr@mail.mil

You make the call, We’ll
make the difference
Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
mn.militaryfamilyassistancecenters/

Events being hosted by Beyond the Yellow Ribbons:
February 13– Suburban Ramsey County BTYR Burger Night 5-7pm White Bear Lake VFW
(Every Second Monday of the Month) 4496 Lake Ave S, White Bear Lake, MN 55110
February 22– Hugo BTYR Burger Night 5-8PM (Every 4th Wednesday Monthly) Hugo
American Legion 5383 140th St N Hugo, MN 55038
February 26– Maple grove BYR Steak Fry Dinner Sunday, Feb. 26th 2017, 5:30 pm –
8:30pm
at Osseo/Maple Grove Legion • 260 4th Ave SE, Osseo MN 55369

February 27– Spring Lake Park BYR Pork Chop night (every 4th Monday Monthly) 5-7pm
Kraus Hartig VFW 8100 Pleasantview Dr NE Minneapolis, MN 55432
April 22, 2017- 2017 Light up the Night 5K at Veterans Memorial Park Buffalo Ave N and
Charity Lane Montrose MN 7:00pm registration 8:30pm Run/Walk begins Register online
at: LightUpTheNight5k.zapevent.com

Want to add you event? Shoot me an email!

