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2016 proved a momentous year for the Minnesota 
chapter of Folds of Honor, bringing forth many 
new opportunities to reach our supporters and in 
turn, provide more educational scholarships for 
deserving families right here in Minnesota. 
Thanks to generous donors like yourself, our summer events raised nearly  
$1 million for our recipient families. New and inspiring stories took shape  
and unforgettable memories created. 

Since 2014, Folds of Honor Minnesota has awarded over 100 scholarships 
to local families adversely affected by war. Without the generous support 
of patriots like yourself, this would not have been possible. Together, we’ve 
empowered these families to pursue the American dream of a brighter future. 

Your support brings hope to families who need it more than ever and we are 
optimistic that 2017 will bring ever increasing support to Minnesota families. 

This Impact Report highlights some of the most memorable, successful 
events of the past year and provides a glimpse into the exciting things to  
look forward to in 2017.

On behalf of our Minnesota recipient families, as well as those across the nation, we 
offer you our sincerest thanks. We are truly humbled by the generosity and compassion 
to honor those who have served and sacrificed for us all.

The Minnesota Board of Directors would like to 
thank you for your ongoing support.

The MN BOD welcomed four new members in 2016. 
Thank you Jason Korstange, Eric Timko, Tony Ahl  
and Chris Schwartzbauer for joining our team and  
for your commitment to helping military families  
and their pursuit of a better life. 

Minnesota Board of Directors; Tony Ahl, Bob Cron, 
Jason Korstange, Isaiah Maring, John Pohlad, Perry 
Schmidt, Anne Schmidt, Chris Schwartzbauer, Paul 
Taunton, Peter Taunton, and Eric Timko
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$1 Million
Through the generosity of supporters like you, Folds of Honor 

Minnesota has raised nearly $1 million for Minnesota families in 2016.

$352,000
The amount raised at the 3rd Annual Wingman Open, 

generating a 47% net profit increase over our 2015 Wingman Open

$177,000
The amount raised at the 2016 Lee Brice Patriot Party, 

generating a 10% net profit increase over the 2015 event.

$10,000
The Folds of Honor Minnesota Junior Board of Directors raised  

over $10,000 through fundraising events in their inaugural year. 

100 Scholarships
Since 2014, Folds of Honor Minnesota has awarded over  

100 scholarships for deserving Minnesota families. 

13,000 Scholarships
To date, The Folds of Honor Foundation has been able to provide  

13,000 scholarships to deserving families across the nation.

80–90%
Between 80–90 cents of every dollar raised is  

deployed in the form of a scholarship. 

Nationwide Support
Folds of Honor has awarded scholarships in all 50 states,  

as well as Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Based on the net income generated from all of our events, we have the 
potential to support over 75 scholarship for Minnesota recipients in 2017.



LEE BRICE PATRIOT PARTY

WINGMAN OPEN

LEE BRICE PATRIOT PARTY
Lee Brice was back for a second year to perform a lakeside summer concert to  
benefit Folds of Honor Minnesota. We heard moving stories, awesome music and 
ended the night with a spectacular fireworks show. We even had an incredible 
production team filming the event. 

One of the best surprises of the night was the conclusion of the memorable “Truck 
Story” that began at our first summer concert in 2015. This is the story of Ginger 
Gilbert Ravella, widow of Air Force pilot Major Troy Gilbert who was killed in action. 

Ginger’s story began in 2006. Troy had decided to sell his truck right before his final 
deployment. She went on to tell of how she now longed for that truck, as it was a 
memorable part of their life together. It was a piece of him. Lee Brice heard her story 
and determined that he would do everything he could to find that truck for Ginger 
and her family.

Not long after, Ginger and her family were invited to Las Vegas for the ACM Awards. 
“They told me I was going to Las Vegas with my children to accept a donation on 
behalf of Folds of Honor,” Ravella said. “To our surprise Lee Brice called us on the 
stage and began telling the audience our story of Troy’s truck. Then, he pulls a set 
of car keys out of his pocket and I immediately recognized them. He said “Look up 
on the screen—we found Troy’s truck.” And there it was, the 1992 Silverado,” she 
says of the truck that her husband sold upon his deployment in 2006. “There was no 
mistaking it. I’m surprised it was still on the road.”

At this year’s summer concert Ginger once again joined Lee on stage to tell us this 
conclusion to her story. With Troy’s truck on display, Ginger’s 16-year-old-son, who 
now drives his dad’s truck, was also able to share his gratitude, thanking everyone 
for supporting Folds of Honor and his family.

Look for a concert announcement early 2017 and be the first to purchase tickets!

See the entire heartfelt story in a documentary produced by NRA TV.  
Visit nratv.com and search “A Hero’s Legacy.”

WINGMAN OPEN
The 3rd Annual Wingman Open was a remarkable success. Hosted again at the 
beautiful Hazeltine National Golf Club, guests were given a sneak peak into the 
forthcoming Ryder Cup event. As always, our patriotic opening ceremonies were 
as moving as ever. Complete with bagpipes and a folded flag presentation, the 
ceremonies finished strong with the Patriot Parachute Team jumping in to kick off 
the day.

We were honored by two very special guests at this year’s event who were willing to 
come and share their moving stories.

Folds of Honor founder Major Dan Rooney shared thoughtful life perspectives on the 
meanings of synchronicity and volition, and also provided an in-depth look into his 
unique experience flying in an F-16 with David Feherty. 

Our second honored guest was Folds of Honor scholarship recipient Sarah White, 
daughter of the late Capt. Dennis White who died on a routine flight mission off the 
coast of North Carolina in 2006. We were all captivated and inspired by Sarah’s 
poise, heart and love of country.

The 4th Annual Wingman Open event will be held on September 11th, 2017.



JUNIOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SPONSOR HIGHLIGHTSSPONSOR HIGHLIGHTS
2016 brought forth exciting new partnerships and 
growth to relationships with our existing partners. One 
such partner is SuperAmerica. For years SuperAmerica 
has shown outstanding support for our military and 
charities that support the military. Their generosity  
has touched many lives. 

For the second year in a row, SuperAmerica has been the title sponsor of 
the Wingman Open. To date, they’ve donated over $125,000—enough for 25 
scholarships! Thank you SuperAmerica! 

In the coming summer of 2017, keep an eye out for the Folds of Honor cup 
promotion at your local SuperAmerica store!

To all of our sponsors, we are so grateful for your support year after year and we look 
forward to a continued partnership in 2017.

JUNIOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Folds of Honor Minnesota Junior Board of Directors was established in the 
Spring of 2016. Consisting of eight members, the Junior Board had a successful 
inaugural year, raising over $10,000 through fundraising events such as the 
Young Pros for Heroes networking event, Folds of Honor MN Twins Night and 
Pints for Patriots.

Volunteering at events like Hogs for Heroes, Patriot Ride, and the Lee Brice Patriot 
Party, the Junior Board graciously lent a helping hand, worked to raise money and 
educated guests about the Folds of Honor Foundation. 

Keeping this impressive momentum going, the Junior Board has ambitious 
plans for 2017. Expanding to ten members and adding a team of ambassadors, 
the board is planning an annual Patriot Prom, volunteering at various events 
throughout the year and raising awareness about our mission. The Junior Board 
aims to raise a minimum of $25,000 in 2017, which would award five scholarships. 
They are looking forward to another successful year to come!

FOLDS OF HONOR MINNESOTA  

2017 EVENT PREVIEW
6Smith Restaurant Event (March)
House Concert (Summer, artist TBD)
4th Annual Wingman Open (September 11th)
Patriot Golf Day (Labor Day weekend)

HONORING SACRIFICE WITH OPPORTUNITY
If you would like to make a donation, please complete the enclosed donation form,  
then return it using the pre-addressed envelope provided (postage not included),  
or donate online anytime at minnesota.foldsofhonor.org 

Note: Please make checks payable to Folds of Honor Minnesota.

EVENT PHOTOS
Visit the FOH MN Facebook 
page to view event photos.

facebook.com/foldsofhonormn



A Light at the End of the Tunnel
2016 Minnesota scholarship recipient Rachael Hill shares her story. 

I joined the Air Force just after graduating high school, and met my husband Jeff 
while we were both learning our AF jobs in Technical Training School. A few years 
down the road, while both working toward becoming officers, Jeff got accepted 
into the pilot training program and I knew it would be difficult to get stationed 
together, so I decided to take a step back and separate from the Air Force to 
follow him and support his career. Although it was a tough decision, it is one I 
have never regretted. 

After graduating pilot training, Jeff first became an instructor at Columbus 
AFB, MS, then four years later we moved to Alaska with two little boys in tow, 
where we enjoyed the outdoors by camping, 4-wheeling, etc. Most of all we 
enjoyed watching Jeff live his dream of flying C-17’s in Alaska. Life couldn’t  
have been better. 

Then on July 28, 2010, Jeff’s plane went down during a training mission, killing all 
four crew members on board. In a moment I went from military wife, to military 
widow and single mother to 3 and 5-year old little boys. I was thrown into a 
position I never thought I would find myself in. In the years since Jeff’s death, my 
boys and I have had to figure out how to maneuver through life without him by 
our side. The journey hasn’t been easy, but we are continuing to find our way. 

Having been a stay-at-home mother for so many years, figuring out what to do 
next felt like a daunting task. I eventually found that I had a newfound passion 
for helping others who had experienced similar losses. With this new purpose, 
I sought a degree program that would give me the knowledge and experience 
needed to accomplish my goals. I knew that education would come with high 
expenses, and as a single parent I wasn’t sure how I would be able to afford it. 
After moving to Minnesota in 2014 I discovered the Folds of Honor Foundation 
and was grateful to be chosen as a scholarship recipient!

The Folds of Honor scholarship has allowed me to pursue my mission of helping 
others in similar situations as mine, and has afforded me the opportunity to care 
for my family without the additional stress of financial burden. I can’t even begin 
to express the peace of mind that brings. As a scholarship recipient, I can’t thank 
everyone enough for the generosity extended to us surviving military families. 
From the bottom of my heart, I thank everyone that has given to the Folds of 
Honor Foundation for it is the generous donors that make each Folds of Honor 
scholarship possible. 

I am so proud to be part of this amazing organization. I am proud to say I am a 
veteran and proud to say I am a military widow, for my husband gave his life in 
service to this great country. Together, we will never forget the sacrifices that 
have been made, nor the people who made them.

“I realized that I could use my story to encourage 
others dealing with similar experiences...”



372 Ferndale Road South, Wayzata, MN 55391
minnesota.foldsofhonor.org

HONORING THEIR SACRIFICE, EDUCATING THEIR LEGACY.


